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From the President Janice Arvesen 

Congregation Beth Shalom, known in Hebrew as “House of Peace,” has graciously 
opened its doors to our Bloomington Quilters Guild for a nominal fee the past two 
years. The lovely sanctuary and social room have been ideal for our needs. BQG 
member and Beth Shalom President, Lesley Levin, was instrumental in making this 
happen. Thank you, Lesley and thank you, Beth Shalom!  

Due to unfortunate circumstances this summer at the Bloomington Farmers Market, 
Beth Shalom has new building use guidelines. Please use the door on the northwest 

side rather than the double sanctuary doors. Weather permitting, a BQG member will be outside 
the building greeting quilters. Please ring the doorbell, mention your name, and a BQG member will 
respond on the intercom to unlock the door. If you’re late to a meeting and arrive after 6:30 please 
join us anyway -- things happen! There will be a sign on the door with a phone number to call or 
text and we’ll open the door for you. Doors will remain locked at all times but of course exiting the 
building will not require unlocking a door. Thanks to all for keeping Beth Shalom a House of Peace. 
How’s your list of UFOs (Unfinished Objects/projects) coming along? If you’re stumped compiling 
your list click on this YouTube video by Just Get it Done Quilts.   See page 5 for more 
information for ore information on the UFO Challenge. We’ll turn in our lists at the October 1st 
guild meeting. Just imagine the liberating feeling after finishing your UFOs and you might win some 
money at the same time! 
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I hope you like the revised format of the newsletter.  This 
simpler design will make transitions between editors much 
easier.  However, it is a work in progress so you may see some 
modifications as I do some tweaking.  I’m looking forward to 
working with you all.   
 Karen Levay..........................................................

Left: Judy Wagner shows her purse that won a ribbon at the fair

http://www.bloomingtonquiltersguild.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCH06vlT1Ic&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR0Xq3HzimRkJzDVe1E0wZPNwdDHbe2x9pIWRRsOT02xbr5HOuye-J_zWIw
http://www.bloomingtonquiltersguild.org
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Program Notes                                                                       

October Program 
Natalie Kubat 

Sharon Zonker will discuss the role quilts played in slavery and the Underground Railroad. She will 
have 20 quilts to display that she has personally crafted over the course of several years.  

November Program 
Natalie Kubat 

I’m thrilled to have Coleen Merte from Northwater Quilts join 
us for the November 5 guild meeting. Coleen has always been a 
“maker” of many things, but did not discover her quilting niche 
until about 2002. That quickly grew into a passion and she 
began teaching all aspects of quilting in area quilt shops. 
Eventually she dabbled in designing and created her pattern 
business while working full-time as a nurse and raising three 
children. She says it was a great outlet for her and allowed her 
to stay “mostly sane”. She started the business just for fun, 
with the best part being able to meet other quilters at shows 
and learn from the vendors around her.  

Coleen has been published in several quilting magazines 
and was interviewed on WDIV-TV in Detroit with her Tigers 
baseball quilt. She has traveled to numerous quilt guilds 
around the Midwest for trunk shows and workshops. Her 
goal is to share her enthusiasm for quilting and encourage 
others to try new things (even designing). She now designs 
for Clothworks and Maywood Studio fabric companies. She 
also just published her first book“Michigan Road Trip 
Quilts” which is a compilation of nine different quilt 
projects with photos and stories of Michigan towns as well 
as her best recipes from things that grow in those areas.  

Coleen will also be teaching a workshop on Wednesday, 
November 6 for her “Pink Grapefruit” pattern. (See 
picture to the left). Join us to learn how to make curves 
quickly and easily without curved piecing! We will be 
turning traditional blocks into a stunning modern quilt. 
The class will include instruction about machine quilting.  
Sign up for the workshop at the next Guild meeting or 
check the website in the next few days for alternate 
sign-up information.  The cost is $35. 
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Quilts from the Heartland                        

Planning Begins  
Natalie Kubat and Tara Babcock 

Our triennial quilt show, Quilts of the Heartland, is just a year away. We will need many volunteers 
to make this show a success so make sure to mark your calendars for October 9-10, 2020. We’ve 
begun our countdown and we are so pleased with everyone who has stepped up to chair a 
committee. Thank you! We are still in need of someone to chair our publicity committee. The quilt 
show is our guild’s biggest fundraiser and we will need help filling those committees, assisting with 
set up/tear down, and volunteering for the actual show. There will be many ways to get involved. 

We want to build upon the success of past shows 
and have some new initiatives for the 2020 show 
like incorporating a basket raffle and hosting a 
jelly roll race. If you attended the September 
guild meeting, you’ve heard about some changes 
to the Treasure Shop. We will no longer be selling 
magazines or non quilting craft projects. Thank 
you for your understanding and support as we 
work to better allocate our time and resources. 

We will share more information about how to get 
involved this spring but in the meantime, we 
encourage you to be thinking about the quilts 
you’d like to enter in this non-juried show. With 
all those UFO projects that you plan to finish this 
year, hopefully you’ll have many completed quilts 
from which to choose. Our goal is to have at least 
one quilt entered by every guild member. We 
want all types of quilts that demonstrate a 
variety of quilting skills, knowledge, and 
expertise. And now is the time to be setting aside 
quilting fabric and notions that you no longer want in your sewing space. You can bring your 
donations to a guild meeting or contact us to arrange pick up. If you have any questions about the 
quilt show, contact quilt show chairs, Tara Babcock or Natalie Kubat. 

Quilt Show Treasure Shop Needs Your Fabric! 
Tara Babcock 

One person’s trash is another person’s treasure! That’s the idea behind our Treasure Shop. We are 
looking for donations and can start taking them now. So clean out your quilt room and donate some
treasure. Here is what we are looking for:  

Quilting Fabric! 
This really is our biggest seller. We will take 
pieces of any size. We even have a “swimming 
pool” full of scraps that we sell by the bag. But 
we covet pieces of 1⁄4 yard or more. PLEASE 
only give us quilting fabric, not upholstery 
fabric, not fleece, not rayon. It just doesn’t 
sell. Flannel that can be used in baby quilts is 
great, but otherwise, keep it quilting cotton. 
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Lisa Dodson’s Spring Mill State Park quilt won 
the Viewer’s Choice Award at the 2017 show.
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Our market is quilters, and they want good old 
cotton quilting fabric! Also, it is a huge help to the 
show if you can measure your fabric and mark it 
(just staple or pin a little piece of paper to it). Just 
estimate to the nearest 1/8 yard.  

Notions  
Remember when you bought a new ruler because 
you couldn’t find your old ruler, only to again find 
that ruler? Now you are tripping over two rulers. 
Donate one to us! We will even take used spools of 
thread. We bag them up to sell in a bundle. Scissors, 
rulers, and other gadgets are great sellers. Again, 
keep it quilting related.  

Books and Patterns  
We all have a pile of quilting books that we used to 

use all the time. But now we have a new favorite method. Here is your chance to donate that book 
to a good cause. We DO NOT WANT MAGAZINES this year. Magazines seem to multiply like bunnies. 
But quilting patterns and books are greatly appreciated! 

Plastic Totes  
We are looking for some plastic totes to store all our treasures in. But please talk to us before 
hauling them to the meeting.  

This next show we will not be selling pre-made items like Christmas tree ornaments and kids’ 
presents. First, we are moving the show to October, which means people are less likely to be 
looking for Christmas gifts. Second, we just felt that people came into our shop looking for deals, 
and we were selling our hard work for very little money. We are thinking about alternative avenues 
to sell our goodies in the future.  

You can simply bring your donation to any guild meeting. Or call us, and we will arrange a pick-up. 
Thanks from your Treasure Shop Chairs, Laura Brown-Cano and Jennifer Dwiel. 

What’s New ? 

Try the UFO Contest  
Janice Arvesen 

Are you UFO challenged?  Are you ready to complete six of your unfinished objects by May 2020? Are 
you willing to put up $6 cash as a promise to complete ALL your UFOs? You could finally complete 
that community quilt and free up space to collect more fabric! Join your fellow guild members in 
this fun contest, and maybe win a prize! 

To participate complete a UFO Challenge Form (PDF) and turn it and $6 cash in to the welcome 
desk at the October 1 meeting. Keep a copy of your Challenge sheet so you know the number of 
each project. Once you’ve listed the projects, the order can’t be changed. (Forms will be at the 
meeting as well, but look it over!).   

To see the schedule and the prizes see the  UFO Challenge page  on the website or contact Sandy 
Warren (812-325-0181) 
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BQG Apparel Now Available 
Tara Babcock 

You can now purchase Bloomington Quilters Guild t-shirts and jackets. There is no obligation to 
purchase anything, but how fun will it be for us all to wear our BGQ apparel at retreats and shows 
and when we sell raffle tickets!  Everything is ordered through the Inksoft website, so please click 
here to order. Orders need to be placed by 9 am October 2.  Once the order comes in, Tara 
Babcock will arrange pick-up or delivery. Plus sizes are available. 

Announcing the Birth of Two New BEES 
Mary Young 

At our Sept. meeting, Mary Young announced she would invite BQG 
members to her Bloomington home to explore setting up a new bee.  
Ten members met for the first O2BNAB (Oh to be in a Bee) meet up.  
After introducing themselves and what they were looking for in a 
bee, two plans were hatched and dates set for the first meetings.  
One will be dedicated to handwork and the other will be sewing 
machine days.  Best of all these ladies made new friends. 

If you are still looking 2BNAB, please come and meet others who are 
also looking, whether you want evening or daytime, Oct. 16 at Mary Young’s, 5388 Westfall Court, 
Bloomington, from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.  Please let her know if you are interested by email  
young.maryruth@gmail.com or signup at the October meeting. 

Indiana Heritage Quilt Show                                                          
Jane Pitt 

The 2020 Indiana Heritage Quilt Show will take place March 5-7, and will be 
here before we know it. Registrations for entries and workshops are open on 
our website, ihqs.org.  If you haven’t already, please check out the 
fabulous faculty and their workshop offerings.  Register early to assure your 
spot in the workshops of your choice.  As always, we encourage you to enter 
your quilts.  Guests to the show always enjoy the breadth of work presented 
at IHQS! 

This show’s challenge theme is “Houses, Doors and Windows”.  There are so 
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Left: Janice models the short-sleeved t-shirt option. Right: A model shows the black front 
zipped hoodie option

https://stores.inksoft.com/bloomington_quilters_guild/shop/home
https://stores.inksoft.com/bloomington_quilters_guild/shop/home
mailto:young.maryruth@gmail.com
http://ihqs.org/
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many possibilities for working with this theme in both traditional and art genres.  More descriptive 
info is available, again at ihqs.org.  And as always, opportunities abound for volunteering, before, 
during and after the show.  We hope you will join us! 

Raffle and Challenge Quilts 

Raffle Quilt Revealed! 
Marita Stone and Sally Stephenson 

Our stunning 2019-2020 raffle quilt was revealed at 
our September quilt meeting. This 72” by 90” 
beauty was pieced and quilted by Maryam Othman.  

Tickets were passed out at the September meeting 
and will also be passed around this month. 
Additional tickets will be available at every 
meeting. Each envelope contains 24 tickets and can 
be sold for $20.00. Single tickets sell for $1.00 each 
or six for $5.00. Money and ticket stubs may be 
turned in at every meeting at our table in the “sign-
in” room.  More information on the website 

Proceeds from raffle tickets are used to pay for our 
guild guest speakers and programs so: 

SELL, SELL, SELL! 

Quilt Challenge Issued! 
Terri Bower 

Terri Bower issued the 2019-20 quilt challenge at the 
Sept. 3, 2019 meeting. Terri will be bringing in pieces to inspire us all.  The  2019-20 challenge is: 
EMBROIDERY 

• Embroidery must be used in the quilt. It can be hand or machine embroidery. 
• The embroidery can be in a piece that you’ve found, collected or made yourself. Feel free 

to incorporate vintage embroidered hand towels, give new life to an antique pillowcase, or 
design a new pattern. 

• You can use any technique or theme. 
• Your entry can be any size. 
• No sleeve is required, but they must be quilted and bound for the June meeting.  
• The projects must have been started after the September meeting. 
• The piece doesn’t need to be a traditional quilt: it can be a purse, article of clothing, 

Christmas stocking, etc., as long as embroidery and quilting is involved. 
• You may create more than one entry! 

For all the details see the Challenge Webpage 

Retreats 

Fall Retreat 
Carol Evans & Jo Ann Sporleder  
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Our 17th annual fall retreat at beautiful Clifty Falls State Park in Madison, IN is full. We have 46 
talented quilters attending this year. Mark your calendars for next year’s retreat, October 22-25, 
2020. 

Unfortunately, Clifty Falls has already informed us of a price increase for 2020 of $15 per night per 
person. Watch future newsletters for photos from the retreat. 

If you were unable to attend this year, the guild also offers a Winter Retreat at Spring Mill State 
Park and a Summer Retreat at McCormick’s Creek State Park, check the website for details. 

Check your in box on October 8 for details about the Fall Retreat. Email your questions 
to fallretreat@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org or you may also call Carol Evans (317-272-4634) or Jo 
Ann Sporleder (317-312-5935). 

Profile 

The Tailored Fit 
Molly Gleeson 
Tucked away in an old lumber yard, local quilters might be surprised to find what they’re looking 
for at The Tailored Fit, located at 611 W 11th St Suite 2 in Bloomington.  Once the home of Bender 
Lumber, The Tailored Fit, owned by Margaret Fette, now occupies 4,000 square feet dedicated to all 
things sewing.  Margaret spent some years working out of her 
home, then moved to a location on Vernal Pike, then for 18 years 
she had 1,000 square feet at 4th and Rogers Street, and finally, 
she’s settled at this new space.   

“The Tailored Fit continues to grow,” she said. 

Although the name suggests a business dedicated only to clothing 
alterations, it belies the extent of Fette’s operation.  Yes, The 
Tailored Fit specializes in alteration and tailoring, and it also is a 
place where shoppers can find supplies unique to tailoring such as 
metal rulers and silk thread, but it does not neglect the quilting 
community.   

“I started hearing from my quilting friends,” Margaret said.  They 
convinced her to start stocking quilting cottons and notions, and 
from there Margaret became the sole Bernina supplier in town.   

Margaret herself is a quilter.  From the age of 21 to 31, she said she 
made over 1,000 quilts which she would sell or show at craft shows.  Margaret jokes that a first 
pregnancy made her a self-taught sewer and quilter, having had to stay home for months and 
deciding on teaching herself sewing in order not to go stir-crazy.   

In terms of fabric, The Tailored Fit sells such fabric lines as Cotton & Steele, Alexander Henry, 
Alison Glass, RJR, and many others, as well as Japanese, Korean, and Indian fabric.   

“Finding something fun – that’s what I love about sewing,” Margaret said.   

She showed a shelf of fabrics inspired by the television drama, Game of Thrones. 

“I also love dragons,” she added. 

The shop is selling more and more patterns, sashiko supplies, buttons, notions, vintage notions, and 
vintage buttons.  There are solid fabrics to choose from, as well as batting in several widths. 

Margaret admits:  “I’m not going to be Quilt Quarters.  I want to be the place in town where 
quilters can feel like they can get everyday kinds of things.” 
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Margaret Fette 
(photo from The Tailored 

Fit website.
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While 50 percent of the fabric in the shop is 
quilting cottons, 50 percent of the fabric is for 
clothing, including wools, rayons, and knits.   

The Tailored Fit also offers a variety of sewing 
and quilting classes. 

“Teaching has always been my love,” Margaret 
said, and added that she spent almost four 
years teaching sewing at Indiana University.   

Past classes have included an apron making 
lesson, working with hand-dyed wool, shirt 
making and others.  Upcoming classes include 
“Demystifying the Sewing Machine” and 
learning to hand stitch.  She also offers custom 
classes with small groups. 

Margaret is proud to offer her space for a 
variety of clubs and organizations, including 
the local SAQA (Studio Art Quilt Associates) 
affiliate, the American Sewing Guild, All Things 

Apparel Club, and the Bernina Sewing Club.    

Of Bernina machines, Margaret said, “They’re really wonderful.  I am confident in these machines. 
They make sewing really pleasant, without a bunch of fussing.”  She added that in addition to 
periodic sales on these machines, she will also do trade-ins.   

More information can be found on The Tailored Fit’s website:  https://www.thetailoredfit.com/ 

Show and Tell From September Meeting 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Photograph from the The Tailored Fit website

Left: New member Joanna Butler shows her first 

Left: Becky Lomasney shows her quilt. 

Above: Ruellen Fessenbecker shares 
this colorful quilt 

https://www.thetailoredfit.com/
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Did You Know? 

Did you know that Shirley Biehl, owner of Shirley’s Sewing Stuff in Dale, IN issued a one million 
pillowcase challenge?   The challenge is being advertised and supported by All People Quilt.   When 
Jane Pitt called to report 25 pillowcases donated to Middleway House, Shirley reported that 
843,055 pillowcases had been donated.  A group gets together often at Klaiber’s Sewing Center to 
make pillowcases for the challenge.  (Thanks to Jane Pitt for this information). 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BQG 2019-2020 Executive Board 
President: Janice Arvesen,, president@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org  
Vice-President: Beverly Wilson, vice-pres@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
Treasurer: Tara Babcock, treasurer@bloomingtonquiltersguild.0rg 
Asst. Treasurer: KC Forthofer, treasurer@bloomingtonquiltersguild.0rg 
Secretary: Monica Jensen, secretary@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 

Standing Committee Chairpersons 
Membership: Nola Hartman, membership@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
 Jennifer Dwiel,, membership@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
Historian: Monica Jensen, historian@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org  
Programs: Natalie Kubat, events@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
Programs Elect: Susie Goodman, events@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
Newsletter Editor: Karen Levay, news@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
Web Manager: Katha Soens, webmanager@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org  
Community Quilts: Twin Lake Stitchers, community@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org  
Sunshine: Judy Jaffe, sunshine@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 

  RJ Trubitt,  

Special Committee Chairpersons 
Fall Retreat:  Carol Evans, fallretreat@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
 Jo Ann Sporleder, fallretreat@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
Winter Retreat: Ruellen Fessenbecker, winterretreat@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
 Susan Brewer, winterretreat@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
Summer Retreat: Maryam Othman, summerretreat@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
 Laura Brown-Cano, summerretreat@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
Raffle Quilt: Sally Stephenson, raffle@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
 Marita Stone, raffle@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
Challenge Quilt: Terri Bower,  
Quilt Show:  Tara Babcock, quiltshow@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org  
 Natalie Kubat, quiltshow@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
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Events  
Clifty Falls Retreat Oct. 24-27, 2019 

New Bee Meetup October 16 - Please see 
article on pg 6. 

October Guild Meeting 
Doors open at 6:00 pm for the guild 
meeting on Tuesday, October. 1, at Beth 
Shalom Congregation.  Please see the 
President’s column regarding changes for 
entry procedure. 

October Board Meeting 
The October Board Meeting is on October 
14 at 6:30.  Please see a board member for 
more details. 

November Newsletter 
Articles for the November  newsletter are 
due Oct. 18 to 
news@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org,   
443-956-0563.  
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The Bloomington Quilters Guild is a 501(c)3 
organization. The purpose of the BQG is to develop 
an appreciation of the history of quilting and 
quilters and promote continuation of the art in our 
community. 

We welcome guests to our meetings! Meetings are 
on the first Tuesday of each month at the Beth 
Shalom Congregation, 3750 E. 3rd St.  

6:00 pm: Doors open 
6:30 pm: Show and tell  
7:00 pm: Program 

Website: http://www.bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 
Facebook: Search for “Bloomington Quilters Guild” 
Editor:  Karen Levay - 443-956-0563 
 news@bloomingtonquiltersguild.org 

Bloomington Quilters Guild 
P.O. Box 5802 
Bloomington, IN 47407 
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